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Minerals and Petroleum � Exploration Incentive Scheme � Adjournment Debate 

Hon JON FORD: The other thing I want to talk about is something Hon Norman Moore mentioned today: that 
is the fantastic package for encouraging mining exploration, which is particularly targeted not at the major 
companies but at the minor ones. It is a great initiative. I would also like to comment about the dialogue between 
Hon Norman Moore and Hon Paul Llewellyn. I agree with a lot of what the Minister for Mines and Petroleum 
said, because mining is not the big boogieman; in fact, the mining industry is necessary for Western Australia to 
adequately manage the environment. If Western Australia were not a relatively wealthy state, we could end up 
like Borneo�watching our forests being burnt down. We actually need revenue from mining and other pursuits 
so that we can afford to be environmentally sustainable. 

Hon Norman Moore talked about the probity issue and keeping some issues at arm�s length. That is great, and 
the Labor Party supports that, but perhaps some attention needs to be given to payback. If, under the drilling 
scheme�which I think is about dollar-for-dollar�a drilling company finds a major resource and sells it on, 
perhaps that money should be paid back into the fund to allow more exploration. That is something the 
government should consider, because in that way it would get more bang for its buck. If a mining company has a 
big find and makes a lot of money from it, it should pay back the money invested by taxpayers so it can go back 
into further exploration. I was also very pleased to hear about intellectual capital being retained by the state, 
because that is very important. 

My main point to Hon Wendy Duncan was: be very careful in this place. A lot of us have been here for a long 
time and a lot of us have knocked around the bush for a long time. Over the next couple of days, Hon Wendy 
Duncan�s party will ask for $337 million for the royalties for regions program to prop up local governments that 
are in large part unviable, as Hon Barry House mentioned. We are not going to find one new policeman � 
Hon Barry House: I didn�t say that! 
Hon JON FORD: No, I am saying it. 
We will not get one new policeman, one new nurse or one new teacher from this package. Where are the 
government�s priorities? It would be of benefit to the state if the government did not go around throwing money 
into the air willy-nilly, but, instead, sat down, took a deep breath and did not spend the money, so we did not 
have to put the state into further debt. The government should actually work out the detail, because as far as I can 
see it has not done so. It should also work out its priorities. On one hand the government is asking the 
Department of Health to cut back $1.5 million now and three per cent in the future, and asking the Department of 
Education and Training and other departments to make cuts, but at the same time it is chucking untied money at 
local government authorities so we can drive around the state and see all these fantastic entry statements. The 
government should think about its priorities and think about what it is saying. 
 


